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Introduction to 

SIM Writers’ Society is a special-interest club

at the Singapore Institute of Management. We

consist of individuals with a similar passion for

writing who are compassionate to write in our

free time and also help others who want their

writings to be showcased.

Our objective is to benefit writers, especially

SIM students to express themselves through

writing. We want writers to feel good and

comfortable by providing a platform to

exhibit their writings. It is also within our

agenda that as a club, we want to thrive by

helping each other to write or expand each

other’s writing ability.

In the past, we have held momentous events

for our members, these include:

1. Cascade – a flagship event that was

celebrated in 2017 until 2019 every year for

Writers’ Society members and SIM students

to showcase their talents.

2. Poetry Under the Stars – an intercollege

collaboration event between SIM, NUS, NTU

and SMU to bring poets together.

Apart from the major iconic events we have

held, we also had small-scale events such as:

1. Cast-A-Spell – a yearly event to celebrate

Halloween together with Writers’ Society

members through fun activities.

2. Hello Fall – an event to welcome the club’s

members through bonding sessions.
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President's Message

Dear  Readers ,

The  re lease  of  SIM  Writers ’  Society  magazine  which  comprised  of  mainly

l i festy le - re lated  art ic les  may  be  pecul iar  as  our  club  has  predominant ly  dealt

with  creat ive  writ ings  such  as  poems  and  snippets  in  the  past .  However ,  as

t ime  has  gone  by  and  ideas  evolved ,  my  team  and  I  came  together  to  explore

a  f resher  s ide  of  writ ings  that  we  thought  would  worth  the  t ry .

After  months  of  t r ia ls  and  errors ,  we  are  here  to  present  you  with  our  new

publ icat ion ,  “Writer ’s  Radar” .  We  wish  to  inspi re  everyone  to  write  thei r

thoughts  and  opinions ,  whi le  at  the  same  t ime ,  educate  others  through  thei r

wr i t ings

The  main  goal  of  our  publ icat ion  i s  to  curate  l i festy le - re lated  writ ings  that

play  a  major  part  in  our  everyday  l i ves ,  f rom  re lat ionships  to  arts  and

enterta inment .  These  are  non -academic  subjects  that  whether  we  real ize  i t

or  not  are  s igni f icant  aspects  of  our  l i ves  and  as  univers i ty  students ,  we  al l

learn  valuable  lessons  f rom  them ,  and  through  Writers ’  Radar ,  we  bel ieve

that  we  can  express  our  opinions  and  what  we  learn  in  the  form  of  writ ings .

As  the  pres ident  of  SIM  Writers ’  Society ,  I  have  fa i th  that  writ ing  i s  not  about

ta lent .  I t  i s  about  communicat ing  your  ideas  and  feel ings  that  could  move

yoursel f  and  other  people .  Although  whether  writ ing  could  st r ike  one ’s

consciousness  i s  rather  a  subject ive  matter ,  the  essence  of  writ ing  l ies  in

what  in format ion  we  t ry  to  del iver .

In  th is  message ,  I  would  l ike  to  thank  al l  of  my  teammates  f rom  the

Execut ive  Committee  to  Sub -Committee  members  who  have  supported  me

and  made  th is  publ icat ion  poss ible  because  the  most  precious  exper ience

was  working  together  and  compromis ing  with  each  other  as  a  group  through

the  lows  and  highs .

Last ly ,  I  s incerely  hope  that  everyone  who  reads  our  magazine  wil l  learn  a

lesson  or  two  f rom  our  authors ’  write -ups ,  and  should  anyone  care  enough  to

part ic ipate  and  want  to  write  for  the  next  volume  of  our  magazine ,  we  are

beyond  grateful  to  welcome  new  people  and  new  ideas .

With  love ,

Farah Nur  Risa

President of  SIM Writers ’  Society
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COVID-19
 What is COVID?

Initially spotted in Wuhan, China in December

2019, the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic, is a

pandemic affecting every region across the globe

caused by the virus Severe Acute Respiratory

Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). Whilst

the exact source of the outbreak remains unknown,

the first cases of infection started from the people

visiting the Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in

Wuhan, Hubei province, China, which later became

the first known cluster. The first and foremost

known person was later discovered to have fallen ill

with symptoms on December 2019, nevertheless the  

 person did not show any visible connections with

the market cluster. In fact, of the early reported

cases, a significant proportion had no connection

with the market. Due to this finding, several theories

rose up regarding the whereabouts and exact time of

the very first case or so-called patient zero, including

an unverified report by South China Morning Post

(SCMP) which proposed that the patient zero is a 55-

year-old person from Hubei infected in November

2019. Subsequently, more and more cases around the

world, such as France, Italy, and China, lead to the

Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market cluster as the

main source.
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In January 2020, The United Nation’s World Health

Organization (WHO) took notice and declared it as

an outbreak and a pandemic approximately two

months afterward. In February 2020, the World

Health Organization named the disease “COVID-

19” which is an abbreviation for Coronavirus

Disease 2019. It is later discovered that the virus,

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2

(SARS-CoV-2), have a close relation with bat

coronaviruses, pangolin coronaviruses, and SARS-

CoV, which enables the possibility of bat-to-human

infection during the process of traditional Chinese in

edicines production.

As of November 2020, there have been more than 50

million confirmed cases, 1.3 million of which are

deaths pertaining to the pandemic.

COVID-19, being both contagious and infectious,

utilizing the air as the medium of spread, primarily

through small droplets as well as aerosols from the

infected people when they sneeze, cough, sing,

speak, or even breathe. However, transmission

through the surface has not been proven to be true.

The symptoms can be detected 2 days after exposure

at the earliest. People remain infectious for ten days

in moderate cases and fourteen days in severe ones.
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Social distancing includes minimising close contact

with other people in order to control infection and

slow the spread. This procedure involves staying at

home, travel restrictions, and closing down public

areas, such as schools, workplaces, stadiums,

cinemas, and shopping centres. Staying at home, or

commonly known as self-quarantine, assists to

decline the spread and infection rate during social

distancing measures where a lot of people within a

region choose to stay at home and carry out their

daily activities indoors. Even though staying at

home is not mandatory in some countries, it is

recommended for older adults and those who suffer

from underlying medical condition, as it might

increase the risk of serious illness and

complication. The underlying condition consists of

hypertension, both types of diabetes, respiratory

disease, heart disease, and compromised immune

system or immunodeficiency

How Do We Reduce the Spread ?

Travel restrictions, being an international response

to mitigate the rapid spread of COVID-19, forbid

the international passengers from any form of

transportations to the country. As travel restrictions

mostly target tourism sector, the closure of public

areas involves tourist attractions. On the other hand,

should the public areas be vital for the continuity of

daily life, the visitor capacity is limited to certain

numbers. All physical distancing methods

collaborate to tighten the possibility of virus

transmission. In some severe instances, where both

infection cases and death rate are high, local

government will cease operations for almost all

sectors across the region. Using no-physical-contact

greetings are also preferred to promote social

distancing, for example: instead of shaking hands,

we can greet other people using other gestures, such

as waving our hand or other acceptable gestures,

like nodding at each other.
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To reduce the spread of COVID-19, the prevention strategy comprises of: social distancing, wearing of masks,

washing hand, avoiding touching the face including the eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands, and

covering cough and sneeze with tissue and throwing it away into the waste container.

Social Distancing or Physical Distancing

Photo by Edward Jenner from Pexels



Due to the fact that the virus spreads through the air as its primary

medium, using small droplets and aerosols, both face masks and

face shields have become the most efficient medical equipment to

wear. However, there exists a common misconception of mask

mechanism that masks only protect the wearer, when the actual

fact is that masks also protect the surroundings. Masks have been

proven to significantly reduce dispersed droplets from the wearer

in effect of surroundings and filter out inhaled air to protect the

wearer from virus. Furthermore, face shields serve as a barrier

between the wearers and their face to stop them from touching

their face.
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Wearing Face Masks & 
       Maintaining Respiratory Hygiene

Washing Hands
Cleaning hands with soap and running water for twenty minutes,

especially before eating and after going to the toilet, as well as

after sneezing or coughing, play an important role in preventing

further spread because SARS-CoV-2 outside the body can be

removed by household soap, especially the soap that contains

antibacterial substances, which bursts its protective bubble. In

addition to cleaning the virus, soap and water cause sticking

coronavirus pathogens on human skin to slide off. Should there

be any circumstances where soap and water are unavailable,

hand sanitiser with at least 60 percent alcohol by volume can be

a good alternative as alcohol has about the same efficiency in

killing the virus.Photo by Valeriia Miller from StopTheSpread

Photo by Carolina Grabowska from Pexels

Photo by August de Richelieu from Pexels



Contract tracing is an important method involving the

use of location data from mobile phones by

governments in order for health authorities to more

effectively determine the source of infection and

prevent further transmission. Whilst some argue that

personal privacy is at stake, advanced privacy-friendly

solutions, such as using Bluetooth, have emerged to

tackle down this problem. Users will be alerted every

time they are near a location with positive cases.

Contact Tracing

When COVID-19 was declared as a global health

emergency on January 31st, 2020, and then officially

labelled as a pandemic on March 11th 2020, all over the

world, every nation panicked. The last time nations

were panic was in 2009 when the H1N1, or commonly

called the Swine Flu, pandemic occurred. With every

pandemic that occurs nations worldwide have their own

mitigation methods to control and avoid the spread of a

deadly disease. We are going to look at 3 nations’

mitigation methods to stop the spread of COVID-19 in

their respective country; the United States of America

(US), India, and Italy.

 

The US didn’t declare this viral disease as a public

health emergency until February 3rd, 2020 when the

COVID-19 cases started to rise. They had put into effect

a two-week quarantine order for anyone coming from

outside the country and a travel ban for non-US citizens

traveling from Europe. On March 27th, Trump had

signed the CARES Act into law. The US Department of

the Treasury called it the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and

Economic Security Act which provided economic

assistance for American families and businesses. But

according to, David Ho, a Taiwanese-American AIDS

researcher, explains that instead of prioritizing the

health of its citizens, the Trump administration was

more worried about America’s economy. A month after

California’s stay-at-home order,

What About Other 
Nations?

  the administration had emerged a new initiative to

reopen their economy called “Opening Up America

Again.” This initiative planned on starting traction in

the US economy through 3 phases; phase 1 enforced

lockdown rules such as avoiding non-essential travel

and not gathering in groups in restaurants and places

of worship, phase 2 still encouraged non-essential

travel but schools and bars can open with less strict

social distancing, and phase 3 labelled as the “new

normal” where public interactions are allowed but

with social distancing protocols. By June 10th, the US

hit a total of 2 million COVID-19 cases to which the

“Opening Up America Again” initiative was shut

down and lockdown still resumed. Currently, the US

has around 11 million cases and around 248,000

deaths and the current mitigation methods enforced,

which are subjective to each state, are wearing a mask

in public, practicing social distancing, and a mandated

quarantine notice for those coming into the country.

Hopefully, with the new Biden administration, the US

will be able to take control of this situation and start

reducing their cases.

 

While on the other side of the world, India’s methods

did not start on the right track. The government had

ignored warning signs when it had its first COVID-19

patient in Kerala. It was a 20-year-old medical student

who just came back from Wuhan, China.

Photo by Markus Spiske from Pexels



 By February 6th, they had cancelled existing visas for

Chinese and foreigners who had visited China in the last

two weeks. After having their first death of a 76-year-old

man from Karnataka, India had banned entry for foreigners

and suspended all visas for travel into India from March

13th till April 15th. During the same time, officials from

the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare said that

"coronavirus is not a health emergency and that there is no

need to panic" while the states Odisha, Haryana, Delhi had

declared a state of emergency, and shut down schools and

public places. 50 days after India’s first case of a COVID-

19 patient, a 14-hour voluntary lockdown called 'Janata

Curfew' was observed on March 22nd. This curfew turned

into a nationwide lockdown that was supposed to be

imposed till April 14th but with cases rapidly rising it was

extended till May 31st which at the time making it one of

the longest lockdowns any country had imposed. During

this lockdown, the Ministry of Home Affairs made face

masks mandatory at work and public spaces, and India’s

Prime, Minister Narendra Modi, announced an

Atmanirbhar package, which was India’s COVID-19 Relief

Economic Package. After 75 days of lockdown, on June

8th, India slowly opening up their nation but with a set of

‘Unlock guidelines’, with the 5th set of guidelines coming

into force on September 30th. The Unlock 5.0 guidelines

allowed state governments to take a decision on whether to

open schools, allowed cinemas

 and multiplexes to open up with 50% capacity, and

removing limits on outdoor gatherings. Currently,

wearing masks in public, social distancing, and

thermal scanning have been made mandatory

especially for indoor events. With the use of the

‘Unlock guidelines’, the lockdown, and placing

mandatory measurements such as wearing masks, it

has allowed cases in the nation to reduce gradually.

 

All the way in Europe, Italy was the first European

Union country to take precautionary measures

towards the viral disease. They had declared a

national emergency after 2 cases of COVID-19 had

been confirmed in Rome to which the government

had suspended all flights to China. The first

lockdown was announced on February 22nd in the

regions of Lombardy and Veneto, to which carnival

celebrations and soccer matches were cancelled.

And by March, schools, restaurants, and factors

were closed since the lockdown was extended

nationwide. The government reported that the

lockdown was effective since COVID-19 cases

started to decline in May. From May to October, the

Italian nation was slowly opening up but on

November 4th, Prime Minister Conte announced a

new lockdown since the virus was moving at a

strong pace. This lockdown divided the country into

three zones depending on the severity of the

pandemic; red meant  strict lockdowns, orange

meant less strict lockdown measurements, and

yellow meant fewer restrictions. The second

lockdown was placed since the Italian government

underestimated how far and quickly COVID-19

spread across the nation since only northern regions

had strong measures. The lockdown is still being

imposed with The Italian National Institute of

Health made it mandatory to social distance and

wear masks in the public. These methods used by

these 3 nations shows that they had similarmethods

to cope with COVID-19 but it depended on how

quick and effective their governments responded

before it was too late

Photo by Markus Spiske from Pexels



with a sample of 50 – 300 people, while Phase III

assesses the drug’s effectiveness with a sample of 300 –

3,000 or more depending on the medical condition and

serves as the last phase before marketing the drug, which

in this case is the COVID-19 vaccine. 

According to the World Health Organization, the

vaccine against SARS-CoV-2 was not expected to

become available before mid-2021. However, a

tremendous number of cases worldwide during early

2020 forced international alliances and government to

urgently prepare resources for vaccine development on

shortened timelines under the funding by the World

Health Organization (WHO), the Coalition for Epidemic

Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) and the Gates

Foundation (GF). Some national governments have

taken part in their own vaccine research. 

Vaccines have been regarded as the most powerful and

effective apparatus to avert coronavirus in individual

scale. A COVID-19 vaccine is one of several various

vaccine technologies intended to provide adaptive

immune system against COVID-19. The vaccine

development project was derived from previous virus

outbreaks: Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)

and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS),

serving as references with respect to their similar

structure and function as they are under the same

coronavirus family.

As of October 2020, 321 vaccine candidates are

currently in development progress globally, where

fifteen of which are already in Phase II-III trials. Phase II

in clinical research is a phase when the scientists assess

how well the drug works and its safety 
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Vaccines
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As of July 2020, 165 countries representing relatively

60% of the global population, including Singapore, have

accepted the COVAX plan agreement for fair and

equitable distribution of an eventual licensed vaccine to

guarantee that each participating country would obtain a

share of doses to vaccinate the most vulnerable 20% of

its population before 2021 ends. This group of people,

other than those who have underlying medical

conditions, also includes those who are active smokers,

elderly people, and pregnant women. COVAX plan by

the WHO has the goal of accelerating both the

development and production of COVID-19 vaccines and

assure its accessibility for all countries equally.

Equitable access policy proposed by CEPI applies to

vaccine funding in which the prices will be set as low as

possible for the affected territories for which CEPI

funding was used to develop a vaccine. Then, the

information, procedure, and materials related to vaccine

research have to be given to CEPI, so that it can take

over responsibility for vaccine development should a

company discontinue the process for a promising

vaccine candidate, in addition to that, intellectual

property rights for the said vaccines are available for

CEPI. CEPI would receive a share of financial benefits

from CEPI-sponsored vaccine to reinvest in support of

providing global public health benefit. Lastly, data

transparency among developments partners should be in

accordance to the WHO Statement of Public Disclosure

of Clinical Trial Results and require results to be

published in open-access publications.
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As of November 2020, Germany, United Kingdom, China,

Russia, Belgium, and United States of America are on

their Phase III development of their own vaccine

candidates, while Sweden, Switzerland, Canada, South

Korea, Japan, and Australia are currently on the early

stages. Likewise, large private pharmaceutical companies,

for example AstraZeneca, GSK and Johnson & Johnson,

as well as universities like University of Oxford, Imperial

College London, and Peking Union Medical College have

joined in COVID-19 vaccine development in early 2020.

The World Health Organization have implemented Covid-

19 Vaccines Global Access (COVAX) in order to

coordinate global vaccine development as the vaccine

pillar of Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator in

collaboration with GAVI together with Coalition for

Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI).

Photo by Ylanitte Koppens from Pexels



occurred between 2002 to 2004 that originated in bats but spread to

humans through civet cats that were found in a Chinese market. On

the other hand, COVID came from Wuhan, China but the origins of

the disease are still not clear, but many scientists presume it also

came from bats or civet cats. 

SARS is an airborne virus which means that the virus spreads

through droplets that have been suspended in the air over long

distances and time. While, at the start, it was presumed that COVID-

19 was airborne too but further research has indicated this virus

spreads through close contact with infected people. The virus mainly

attacked healthy adults aged 25 to 70 years old, and their risk group

was people with underlying medical conditions. Before a patient was

officially infected with SARS, the virus had an incubation period of

2 to 7 days which could last up to 10 days. In comparison, COVID

has an incubation period of 5 to 6 days which could last up to 14

days. The symptoms of this virus include fevers, headaches, muscle

pains, dry coughs, and diarrhea. And the case fatality rate is 9.6%,

which is way more than COVID’s fatality rate of 3.4%. Sadly, this

disease had taken away 812 lives and in total infected 8,439 people,

in which most of them were healthcare workers. To this day, there

isn’t a proper cure or vaccine for SARS but there haven’t been cases

for over a decade, which is different from MERS-COV since it’s an

ongoing public health concern.

13T H E  2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y

P A N D E M I C

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, there

were previous events of widespread

viruses that almost resembled pandemics

but only occurred in a certain region of

the world, these are called epidemics.

Famous epidemics that had happened in

the past were SARS-COV and MERS-

COV. All three of them; COVID-19,

SARS-COV, and MERS-COV, come

from a large family of viruses called the

Coronavirus. This large family causes

acute respiratory illness in infected

patients that range from the common cold

to severe diseases like MERS, SARS, and

now COVID. We are going to go into

depth and compare the previous illnesses

that have happened in the last 20 years;

MERS-COV, SARS-COV, and COVID-

19.

The Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome,

abbreviated as SARS-COV, is classified

as an epidemic and not a pandemic like

COVID-19 due to the fact that it was an

infectious disease that mainly impacted

Asian countries and slightly impacted

North America, South America, and

Europe too. This coronavirus disease had 

The Comparison
with Previous
Coronavirus
Diseases 
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The Middle East Respiratory Syndrome, abbreviated as MERS-

COV, is also classified as an epidemic as most cases remained

within the Arabian Peninsula. This disease appeared in Saudi Arabia

in 2012 and is classified as azoonotic virus, which means the

infection passes from animals to humans since it originated from

dromedary camels. The transmission of this virus wasn’t airborne or

touching surfaces like SARS and COVID, rather it spread through

droplets among family members or in healthcare environments. The

risk group for this disease was mainly older men aged above 60

years old who had underlying medical conditions, which is

somewhat similar to COVID since the risk group was people with

underlying medical conditions but it targets adults aged 65 years old

and above. Unfortunately, MERS took away 866 lives, infected a

total of 2,519 people, and out of SARS and COVID it had the

highest case fatality rate out with 34.3%. On the contrary, COVID-

19, as of 20th of November 2020 has taken away 1.34 million lives

and a total number of infected cases to be 55.8 million.

Even though SARS-COV and MERS-COV have higher case fatality

rates than COVID-19, this current viral disease is much more

infectious and outweighs the overall numbers of deaths produced by

SARS and MERS. This is a big reason why a vaccine has been

pumped out so fast to avoid a rise of cases worldwide. 
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Since the low number of deaths caused

by SARS and MERS didn’t have such

a big impact explains why a vaccine

wasn’t and still hasn’t been made. The

comparison between these three

coronavirus diseases indicates that they

have similar characteristics but are still

distinguishable. For COVID-19, it’s

still a brand-new disease that doesn’t

have years and years of research

published but many researchers

hypothesize that it is a faster and

stronger mutation of SARS-COV.

Hopefully, COVID-19 will die down

with the distribution of vaccines

occurring soon. Everyone worldwide

can start their “new normal” of

wearing masks and practicing social

distancing.



 A Brief Summary on
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Indian culture has a strong influence in Singapore,

in fact our country’s name has Sanskrit origin, Singa

is derived from the Sanskrit word siṃha (tसह),

which means "lion", and pūra (पुर) means "city". In

the fourth century, Indian and Chinese travelers

spearheaded the course through the Straits of

Melaka and after two centuries Malacca became the

most favourable course for travel.1 Due to the

frequent travels, there was a noticeable presence of

Indian communities in Malacca as early as 1413.

Their demographic numbered around 4000 by 1510

comprising Gujarati, Tamil and other Indian

merchants according to Samuel S. Dhoraisingam, a

well-known historian. Indian merchants who settled

in Melaka made the place their new home. They

started families with locals from various ethnicities

such as Malays, Javanese, Peranakan Chinese and a

lesser-known Austronesian ethnic group, the

Bataks.2

The beginning of Indians’ migration to Singapore

began upon Raffles’ arrival in 1819. Raffles travelled

with Bengal Natives infantry also known as Sepoys and

Bazaar Contingent that consisted of washerman, chai

wallahs and domestic workers.3 British Indian

assistants followed Raffles to Singapore to help

colonial authorities with daily errands. Many Indians

stayed in Singapore to protect British interests. It was

not challenging for the Indian entourage to assimilate

in Singapore considering their strong presence in South

East Asian precolonial history.

Singapore was under the ruling of the East India

Company from 1826 to 1867 and was administered by

Calcutta, the capital of India's West Bengal state. In

1871, the Indian Penal Code was implemented in

Singapore and wasadopted by Singapore. According to

District Judge Kenneth Yap, Singapore still uses a

section from The Indian Penal Code regarding

"insulting modesty" from the Indian Penal Code of

1860 in its original form, which referred specifically to

women.4 An indication of Indian’s settlement in early

Singapore is the first Hindu temple, Sri Mariamman

that was built in 1827 by a Tamil businessman,

Naraiana Pillai. He was commemorated during the

Singapore Bicentennial celebration with a sculpture

located near the Singapore River for being a leader for

the Indian community and for carrying the

responsibility of resolving conflicts among Tamils.5

Migrants from North India were mostly non- abouring

migants. Sikhs were brought to Singapore by the

British as policemen. Those who could not find jobs

under colonial authorities worked as guards 
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Pre-Colonial Singapore

Colonial Singapore 1819-1942
We recently celebrated Indian culture in Singapore

during Deepavali. It is an important festival for

Indian religions celebrated by people of the Hindu,

Jain Dharma and Sikhism faith. Aparently, Deepavali

is a religious festival, not a cultural one. However, it

poses an opportunity to extend the celebration to the

Indian community as a whole, by highlighting

significant moments of Indians in Singapore history.
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elsewhere. They were known as Jagas, which means

guards in Malay. A minority of Jagas got to be part-

time moneylenders and afterward used their income

for business investment.6 Others worked as dairy

farmers and bullock cart drivers.7

However, the Sikh's investment ventures weren’t as

consistent and structured compared to those of the

Tamil businessmen known as Chettiars. Chettiars

were leaders of certain trade sectors such as

financing, money lending, and selling manufactured

products.8 By 1860 they had become Singapore’s

second-largest community, totaling some 13000.

Sikh and Chettiars businessmen capitalised global

connections in the Indian diaspora for sales which

consequently, boosted Singapore’s economy.9 

In 1824, Singapore was under the Anglo-Dutch

Treaty and became a British penal colony.10 This

caused another influx of Indians, specifically, the

English-educated South Indians, Ceylon Tamils and

Sikhs.11 They were brought under the treaty to

work as administrators for the British in Singapore.

Additionally, the majority of Tamils that came to

Singapore were under the Kangani system. The

system used Tamil chiefs to hire labour workers.12

Singapore’s trading hub flourished in the 19th

century and there were more businessmen and

migrants coming. The urgent need for more

essential infrastructure such as roads, buildings and

bridges, effected the British to employ massive

groups of Indians for hard labour. Iconic buildings

such as St Andrews Cathedral and the Causeway to

Johor were constructed then. 13

By the 20th century, Chetti Meleka came to settle in

Singapore.14 Very few Indian women came to

Singapore until the 1860s but some Indian Muslims

married Malay girls and settled down, producing

Jawi Peranakan.15 Jawi Peranakan were English-

educated and were hired as administrators or teachers

by the British.
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Post-war Period 1945-1955
Between 1947 to 1948, India gained independence

and the British Indian Empire was partitioned into

the Union of India and Dominion of Pakistan. This

caused an emergence of Sikhs and Sindhis migrants

who came to Singapore to seek employment and

refuge during the chaotic climate in India.

Malayalees also came from Kerala during post-war

and settled.

A few worked as constructors, however the majority

were traders and administrators.16 At this time,

Indian Singaporeans directed their attention on anti-

colonialism in their home instead of the uprising

occuring in the mainland. Many notable Indian

politicians emerged at this time and after such as the

leaders of the Singapore Progressive Party, Nazir

Ahmad Mallal and Mohmed Javad Namazie, the

Executive Council of the Legislative Assembly in

1951, Rajabali Jumabhoy and Chengara Veetil

Devan Nair, the president of Singapore in 1981-

1985. 17

Clearly, the Indian community played a huge part in

shaping the foundations of Singapore. The security

from the Jagas, the economic stimulation from Sikh

and Chettiars businessmen, the infrastructure built by

Indian labour, and many more contributions were

vital in ensuring the success we see in this country

today. The research for this article included inquiries

in consequential yet underrated information. Indian

Singaporeans came forth with their responses which

directed the focus of this article, namely, the reasons

for Indian migration and the diversity in the Indian

community. Others described a sense of

marginalisation in society as their culture and

language were not only unappreciated, but

disparaged in day to day lives. Perhaps, with a

clearer understanding of the mutli-racial nature of

how Singapore was built, such behaviour would

cease to exist.
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T I P S  
A T  Y O U R
F I N G E R T I P S
During COVID -19

T I P S  &  T R I C K S  D U R I N G  C O V I D - 1 9 19

COVID was the 5th pandemic after 1918. On Jan 23, a 66-year-old

Chinese man came to Singapore with suspected virus and was sent to

Singapore General Hospital. Since then, Singapore saw the rise in COVID

with 11 reported deaths in Singapore until April. The first cluster that

emerged was in the Yong Thai Hong Chinese Medical Hall that primarily

serves tourists from China.

A new cluster then emerged at the Life Church and Missions Singapore in

February followed by Grace Assembly of God Church. After this, a stay-

at-home order was announced. In late February, a 12-year-old Raffles

Institution student test positive for COVID 19, and in March laws

restricting the number of people coming into Singapore from Malaysia.

In March, there were more than 90 000 cases around the world and

Singapore officially announced that it will not be permitting people from

certain countries like Iran and North Korea to enter or transit the country.

Ministry of Health also found out that many of the cases were spreading

through social gatherings among seniors and mosques then officially

closed after 90 Singaporeans attended a mass event in a Kuala Lumpur

mosque and eventually Singaporeans were asked to defer all travel abroad.

A 75-year-old woman and 64-year-old Indonesian both died and then 89

work passes were cancelled for breaching stay at home orders. This was

then followed by a measure to cancel all events be it cultural or music

events with mass gatherings.
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In April, another man died and stricter

penalties would be inflicted for those that

flout the rules followed by more grim news of

migrant worker dorms being hit with over 300

cases which then grows to over 900 cases by

late April.

The tips to prevent the susceptibility to

COVID would be:

Firstly wear a mask and wear it in the proper

way. You should begin by cleaning your

hands thoroughly with soap and water,

ensuring the mask has no droplets and most

importantly determining which side of the

mask goes in front. The side of the mask with

the stiff and bendable edge is at the top. Do

also hold the mask by the ear loops, bring the

mask to your nose level and hold the mask to

which you place the ties over the crown of

your head, and mold or pinch the stiff edge to

fit your nose.

Always ensure to clean and disinfect not just

your floors and room but also small things

like your phone, laptop, or glasses. Do always

clean your screens with liquid soap or even

sanitizer and wipe them thoroughly possibly

about 4 times a day if your hands are always

in contact with the screen. Avoid using

aerosol sprays, cleaners and abrasives. 

Do instead purchase disinfecting wipes such

as a brand called Lysol which is known for

being safe for topical use for electronics.  

Always also try to make a conscious effort to

step away from crowds or go to an isolated

area if you desperately need to sneeze or

cough when in public. 

Do purchase the N95 mask which is said to be

a high-quality mask which firmly blocks out

particles.  However, do note that women in

their second and third trimesters of pregnancy

should not use the mask for a long period of

time and children are also advised not to use

it. Men with facial hair shouldn’t use it either

because it cannot firmly protect the chin area

due to the facial hair preventing a proper seal. 

A surgical mask is also offered but this is said

to not offer the same quality protection as the

N95 mask as its unable to filter very small

particles and its loose shape guarantees less

protection compared to the more fitting N95

mask. This mask is also more suited for single

use only and should be discarded after single

use.

Wear a Mask Properly

Exercise Regular Cleaning 

Avoid Crowded Spaces

Wear the Proper Masks 
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Featuring many impressive scenes and beautifully complex plots, here are some 

great K-Drama series that never fail to entertain.

Ko Moon Young (Seo Ye Ji), a children-book story

writer who has an antisocial personality disorder is

bounded to meet Moon Gang Tae (Kim Soo Hyun), a

psychiatric ward who is a cold-hearted man and

always protect his older brother, Moon Sang Tae (Oh

Jung Se), who suffered from autism since he was born.

Ko Moon Young always state her feelings directly

while Moon Gang Tae always hide his feelings from

his surroundings. Without realizing it, the difference

between them makes love grow among them. Their

feelings are getting stronger over time but will it

remain strong even after bitter things started to reveal?

Despite controversy arisen from this series, it has

successfully stolen audiences’ attention by showing a

very unique and unpredictable storyline. Although the

genre is romance, it is unlike the usual cheesy romance

series. The love story involved between Ko Moon

Young and Moon Gang Tae was developed from their

past which crossed each other paths. The plot twist

never fails to surprise the audience as well. Every

character delivers their feelings and emotion so well

that the audience can feel the sadness, happiness, and

anger of the characters. This series also highlights

various mental illnesses, which appears quite rare on

other series, hence by watching this, mental illness

awareness may increase. Increasing empathy towards

people around us is also important and we can do it by

listening to them. Sometimes, people only want their

opinion to be heard and not to be responded to.

Photo by Taryn Elliott from Pexels

It's Okay to Not Be Okay 
박신우 (Park-ShinWoo) Romance , Drama

Korean | 16 ep | 75 min | 8.8/10 (imdb)  
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Flower of Evil 
Do Hyun Soo (Lee Joon Gi), a metal craftsman, has been living under

Baek Hee Seong’s (Kim Ji Hoon) identity for years. Only Baek Hee

Seong's family knows it, even his wife, Cha Ji Won (Moon Chae Won),

a detective, isn’t aware about it. Their perfect family is gifted by a

beautiful daughter, Baek Eun Ha (Seo Yeon Jung). Never do they

expect that their happy family might be ruined. Do Hyun Soo didn't

mean to deceive anybody but his past makes him do it. After years,

this lie couldn't be hidden any longer and facts after facts are finally

revealed. Will Do Hyun Soo’s family still be able to accept him as he is?

Will their happiness last long?

This series has incredibly impressed the audience by combining

romance and action without decreasing any suspense. Every mystery

that happens in this series never fails to make the audience interested

in solving it. Speculations are made throughout the series along with

mixed feelings. The main value that is very important in this series is

not to judge someone by their cover. Also, having empathy towards

your surroundings is important as we might not know what people

have been through, hence understanding people's problems is a must

김철규 (Kim Cheol Kyu) Melodrama, Suspense

Korean | 16 ep | 70 min | 8.7/10 (imdb)  

Sa Hye Jun (Park Bo Gum), a model who dreams to be an actor.

He has participated in a lot of casting calls but unfortunately, he

hasn't been chosen. An Jeong Ha (Park So Dam), a make-up artist

and a fan of Sa Hye Jun, has a dream of opening her own studio.

Sa Hye Jun and An Jeong Ha initially met during a fashion show,

where An Jeong Ha is in charge of Sa Hye Jun's looks for the

fashion show. From that day on, they befriend and toughen each

other on achieving their dreams. Then, friendship among them

starts to grow into love and their love is tested by their

popularity, career, and surroundings. Will their love be able to

endure every challenge that comes to them?

Youth, Romance
Korean | 16 ep | 60 min | 7.4/10 (imdb) Record of Youth

안길호 (Ahn Gil Ho)

23

This series shows how the reality of public figures which people

might not know before. People usually think that living as a

public figure will be very exciting and bring great joy, but in this

series, it is shown that it is hard to survive as a public figure. A

public figure’s life is always exposed, one little mistake that he

does will affect his entire career and he will sink to the bottom,

and it will be hard to appear on the surface again. Through this

series, there are lots of good values that we can learn, such as

being persistent and not giving up easily.
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RELATIONSHIPS:
DATING APPS?
YAY OR NAY?
My idea of finding “the one” has always centered either

at school or workplace, but guess what? Thanks to

Omegle, Tinder and Bumble that I no longer think that

there is such a thing as the conventional “the one” where I

meet them particularly at school or work. In fact, these

dating apps have somehow brightened up my days when I

am bored at home without anyone to talk to except my

mirror. So, how have dating apps entered our lives and

changed the dating game for many of us?

Online dating app was already a thing since the ‘90s but

the trend only came around 2009 to 2010 when Grindr

and Scruff released online dating apps for men who

wished to connect with other men. Two years later,

Tinder was born into the world with its iconic swipe left

and right feature and it still proved to be the pioneer of

the online dating app in the industry. Basically, I was still

in secondary school when Tinder was launched and as a

curious teenager who was craving for the attention of

boys, it didn’t take me long to hesitate and downloaded it.

Was I disappointed by it? Yes, because the app was not as

popular as it is today. Thus, I couldn’t find any match at

all and I decided to switch on using Omegle as an

alternative to connect with more people worldwide and

talk with cute guys I could find there.

The rise of dating apps didn’t stop there, it was

estimated that there has been an 18.4% increase from

2019 in the number of people using the apps according

to Business Insider. However, no matter how well-

known online dating apps could be, there will always

be the stigma that these apps are unsafe, inappropriate

places for couples to meet. 

Well, it is not wrong to say that the internet could be a

dangerous place that could screw up your life but not

everyone in the internet is out there to hurt and scam

you. I personally have met a guy online who gradually

become a close friend of mine over the years which I

physically hang out with a lot of times that is not

dangerous at all. So, my best advice is to be picky and

careful on getting to know people online. My best

friend had the bitter experience of getting to know

someone through Tinder who turned out to be a pushy

guy who kept forcing her to send him unsolicited

pictures of her, in which she refused, so she had to

block his contact.
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After all, taking caution and being aware of red flags

are not the only safety measures that those who do

online dating should know, this pre-caution applies to

everyone universally but the question is, is it possible

to find your soulmate through dating apps? The answer

is yes. There are so many news these days reporting

about a guy or a girl who flies all the way across the

world just to meet the person they are in love with

through dating apps and ended up getting married, but

the real question we should pose to ourselves is online

dating really for me? Everyone is different and it is

totally okay if your love life does not fall under the

category of the ‘too good to be true story where I marry

the guy I met in Bumble’. In the end, relationships are

not about where you meet the person but how you grow

to know the person so much that you learn to become

capable of accepting the flaws of his or her in the long

term.

Despite of all the pessimistic judgment of dating apps,

why do people keep hyping them up? Well, it is

because not everyone is using dating apps to solely

look for a romantic partner. Most of the times, it is just

a platform for people to make friends and ‘rendezvous’

where you chat with person of similar interest as yours

and as conversation intensifies, you start to ask for a

meet-up and if it goes successful it will result in either

you stay as friends, level up and date or opt for other

status available out there.

The truth is, dating apps are just windows of

opportunities. You can swipe right on hundreds of guys

on Tinder and still end up dating none of them because

all these apps are not magic, they are only tools who

are meant to help you communicate with strangers you

never thought of speaking with. I would not

recommend taking these apps seriously when it comes

to searching for a partner but if anyone is lucky enough

to fall in love and get married with the person they

meet through these apps, then I wouldn’t shortly

conclude their relationships wouldn’t survive because

relationships could

still shatter even if you know each other from school or

office.

At the end of the day, the saying of “don’t judge a book

by its cover” could be applied to “don’t judge a

relationship based on where they meet”.
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ROMANCE
in
PANDEMIC
With safety restrictions and regulations going on all over

the world due to the pandemic, it is a fact that dating in

this period will be more challenging for both couples and

singles looking forward to mingle around. As we are

expected to stay at home due to safety measures and

lockdowns, we’re basically stuck alone at home, unable to

meet others. Being cooped up for a long period of time,

especially if you don’t live with your significant other (or

you live alone), will eventually make you feel lonely and

long for the presence of another human being to be able to

talk to. Hence, here are some ways people deal with their

love life problems in this trying time!

Couples, especially those that are in a long-distance

relationship, find ways to counterattack this problem. One

solution for this is to have a date via video chat. Celebrate

important dates by having a virtual date! Couples can

video call each other on their anniversaries and cook up a

great meal and enjoy a meal together virtually. If they’re

too lazy to meal prep, they could always order delivery or

takeaway food. Enjoy a hearty meal together as you talk

about your daily endeavours, or catch up for the missing

time you have not spent with your partner. The comfort of

seeing your significant other, even if it’s through a screen,

makes it worthwhile.

Another quick fix when you’re missing your partner, is to

deliver them gifts. As there are 5 different types of love

languages, one of them being gift giving, some people

would show their love and affection to their loved ones by

gifting them their favourite items! Tell them that you miss

them by sending them a huge bouquet of flowers! If plants

are not their thing, maybe send them a giant teddy bear for

them to cuddle while thinking of you!

For those that are single and looking for a

girlfriend/boyfriend in this pandemic, there are several

dating apps that allow you to meet people and possibly date

them-virtually! During the pandemic, dating apps have

enabled several features like video calls and voice

messaging so that you get to date in a similar manner as

how you would date physically. Some even choose to use

Zoom, an online platform commonly known and used for

video conferences or meetings, to meet and conduct virtual

dates! It’s amazing to see how technology has improved so

much so that people are able to communicate with each

other properly, in spite of the fact that they would not be

seeing each other in a face-to-face format.

For those that are married and/or living together,

sometimes being with your partner 24/7 can be tiring, and

you might constantly argue with each other due to the

irritability of being stuck indoors for too long. One reason

why this could happen is probably because previously,

before the pandemic, you would have daily activities and

occupations to tend to, which does not leave a lot of spare

time for proper communication and time to engage with

your partner. As we’re spending time in quarantine, with

our works or studies being online, it is time for you guys to

“get to know each other”. Set up a comfortable

environment for you and your partner and have a long talk

about anything that piques your interests! Bond with each

other by doing domestic stuff like cooking together or do

house chores together. Soon, you will find comfort again

and find yourselves growing closer with each other, and

best, you would find yourself falling in love all over again

with your love!

Not bad for “online dating”, huh?
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FRIENDSHIP 
VS 

PANDEMIC
The year of 2020 is a special year for all of us, almost

like a dream came true where we finally know how it

feels like to work from home or not having to go to

school the whole year but the bad news is many of us

could only hang out with our friends virtually through

WhatsApp chats and Zoom calls or other social media

applications available out there. Thus, news on how

Covid-19 impacted the economy is nothing new in our

ears, but has the pandemic made our bonds with our

friends stronger?

When lockdown restrictions were enforced by the

government of Singapore, I was cooped up in my room

for two whole months only interacting with the mixed-

riced shop uncle that I went to everyday during the

Circuit Breaker period. It was the loneliest time of the

year as I couldn’t go to school to attend lectures and

meet my friends per usual but as restriction loosened up

and I started seeing my friends one by one, I found out

that I was not the only one with the blues.

According to BBC news report, a research conducted

by Dr. Michelle Lim, a loneliness expert (Swinburn

University of Technology), found that one in two

people claimed that they were lonely during a

lockdown. There was also a report from Malaysian

news that as much as 81% of friends have increasingly

use online platforms to keep in touch with friends and

asserted that they had more in-depth conversation than

before.

I found this news very relevant with my current

situation as I have shifted on using more online video &

phone calls and the usual WhatsApp chat to survive and

fight my loneliness in the midst of pandemic where I

could barely see my friends even when we live only

few bus stops away. During the two months of the

circuit breaker, I had a literal weekly call schedule that

my friend and I arranged as a replacement of our meet

up at school supposed the pandemic didn’t occur.

Based on my experience, when it comes to keeping in

touch with my close friends, I felt as if the pandemic

has no effect on us because our friendships have a

strong foundation that even the disastrous Covid-19

couldn’t break the bonds within us. Indeed, it was

surreal that I was not able to do my usual routine of

going to shopping centers and hang out with my friends

at the bar from noon until midnight. Instead all I do

now is get on a phone call with them for more than 
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three hours a week. Did digital communication helped

us get through it? Partly yes because WhatsApp and all

the other social media apps helped me know how they

feel in the matter of seconds just by asking them a

simple “how are you” question. Moreover, since our

friendship is well-developed even before the birth of

Covid-19, therefore it is no surprise that distance is

nothing when the love is real.

However, when it comes to making new friends during

the pandemic, Harvard Business Review reported that

based on the findings of 18-month study of a Fortune

500 technology firm, their researchers assessed that

there were hinderances that enable friendship to grow

among virtual teammates (in a workplace). This could

be problematic because workplace is one of the places

to make friends and usually when you don’t have

friends at work, you feel less involved and your

productivity falls.

Although I personally have not made any new friends

during the pandemic, I have in fact virtually met new

people due to my participation of joining special-

interest clubs. So, the best advice I could give is to find

an online community that hold virtual meet ups weekly

or monthly if you are interested in getting to know new

people. An alternative way that few of my friends

utilized is by using dating apps such as Tinder and

Bumble or you can try interactive language apps such

as HelloTalk if you are keen to learn a language and

make new friends at the same time. Bear in mind that

you should be careful when you choose these apps

because these are strangers with unknown intentions, so

always interact wisely and avoid oversharing personal

details of yourself. There is no one successful advice

that could be universally applied for everyone when it

comes to giving tips to strengthen one’s friendship or

create new ones as everyone has their own preferences

but it never hurt to check on your friends by just simply

texting them, “how are

you doing?” and if their response is well according to

your favor then it may be a sign to continue and talk

and who knows from there, a better sense of friendship

is formed. Besides, we shall not worry on not being

able to make friends through the pandemic as I quote

from Maya Angelou, “A friend may be waiting behind

a stranger’s face” (Letter to My Daughter). There will

always be a friend for us as long as we are open for

opportunity.

Photo by Andrea Piacquadio on Pexels
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Nobody could predict when the pandemic will end and

many governments all over the world are still reluctant to

open border restrictions and allow hassle-free flights as

pre-Covid times which indicate that foreign students,

workers or simply families who live abroad and away from

the other families are facing challenges and difficulties to

gather physically. As someone who missed Hari Raya (Eid

Al-Fitr) gathering with my family this year, it is beyond

doubt that the pandemic has made me realized that I took

all the time I spent with my family for granted.

When the virus outbreak was non-existent last year, the

amounts of flights I took to fly home all year were

absolutely more than five as I would go back at least once

a month and now I haven’t been home for almost a year, in

fact I haven’t stepped in Changi Airport since February. It

is truly unbelievable that the virus pushed us to change our

habit and lifestyle to the point it leaves us no choice but to

endure and strife in this wavering period.

AWAY FROM         
   FAMILY IN                  
     TIME       OF 
        PANDEMIC

Supposed the pandemic never occurred, many of us

would have travelled out of country to celebrate

Christmas or New Year’s Eve including myself who

would’ve probably booked a flight home to meet my

dearest parents. I could imagine myself chilling with my

parents while having fine dining without worrying

whether strangers sitting next to us were diagnosed with

Covid-19, yet instead, we have to stay home and keep in

touch with our loved ones through WhatsApp, Line,

Zoom or other platforms. What a time to be alive.

As a human who is destined as a social being, we desire

social interactions and texting or video-calling our

family members may not be enough to settle

homesickness especially as uncertainty unfolds.

Nonetheless, all of us should be grateful that we are

living in times of technology and digitalization. As a

matter of fact, we should embrace technology because

it’s the most efficient form of communication we can

utilize. 

Stories of healthcare workers having to live away

from their families have been blossoming since the

pandemic outgrew and forced many of us to stay

home, but healthcare heroes are not the only ones

experiencing the isolation of living away from

families. As an international student who lives 898

kilometers away from my hometown, the pandemic

has completely made me more homesick than ever

as uncertainty on border restrictions linger.

Photo by Olia Danilevich on Pexels
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Whenever I miss my parent, all I have to do is click the

call button on WhatsApp and talk as long as I want.

Just by hearing my parent’s voice, my problem seems

to disappear and grateful towards technology for giving

me such access.

However, it is totally fine if we still feel lonely

although we make hundred phone calls with our

families because after all loneliness is something that

will always come back if we don’t face it. Everyone has

a way to deal with loneliness and a suggestion that

works for me is to plan a schedule of returning home.

As for myself, I estimate to travel back home mid-

summer next year. Planning encourages me to get

through every single day because it gives me the

strength to live my life although I’m miles away from

my family. While everyone’s schedule is dynamic and

it may not be possible to come back home in few years,

I still recommend everyone to plan ahead even if it

takes two years until travel goes back to normal,

because it is the hope and the feeling of having

something to look forward to that will keep you going.

The most important thing we need to remind ourselves 

is to take it easy and have some space to breathe. As

simple as telling yourself “everything will be okay”

could help you loosen up, but in case we get to the

phase of breaking down, it is always good to have

mentors, family members, friends or simply people you

can rely on to have conversation with whenever you

can. Everyone needs someone that will always listen to

their problems without feeling judged and I always hit

up my best friends and my mother for a lengthy phone

call whenever I’m longing for home in this

unprecedented time.

The pandemic has changed all of us whether we have

realized it or not and one lesson I have learned is to

treasure every moment I have with my family. It is a

very ordinary lesson I have learned throughout 2020

but the value is worth more than any amount of wealth

that a billionaire could possess once I understood what

it really means to cherish what I have before losing

them. Rather than viewing Covid-19 as a disaster, I

would say it is an opportunity to examine my

relationship with my family and put more efforts to

connect with them even as simple as sending “good

morning text” every day
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A decade ago, when the internet was still very fresh on our ears, would you ever think of pursuing a career as

an app developer? Or perhaps a data analyst? I, personally never thought that such jobs even existed until the

course of the years where news on robots replacing easy-to-do jobs are becoming popular each day and

many companies have started to look for more candidates with IT skills.

We couldn’t deny that technology plays too big of a role in our life, I mean, who could live without their

phones these days? As we become utterly addicted to technology, there is no doubt that companies will hire

more IT skilled workers or fresh graduates. Look at what we have now, a competitive number of e-

commerce such as Amazon, Alibaba and eBay, to name a few and look at the great number of invention that

requires the need for IT specialty, ranging from our smart phones, augmented reality to even drones.

According to LinkedIn’s survey of the top emerging jobs in 2020, Artificial Intelligence Specialists,

Blockchain Developers, Java Script Developers, Back-end Developers and Robotic Process Automation

Consultants are the hottest jobs of the year, even during a pandemic like this. Although all these jobs are

diverse in its own specialization and have their own specific job descriptions, they all have one thing in

common and that is their relation to be carried out by the cycle of technology change.

It is easy to see why companies need more manpower in these fields. Businesses need to keep themselves on

the loop because as you see, big tech companies like Apple will release a new iPhone every year, and since

Apple is on the top of the game, other companies have no choice but to catch up and compete by finding

more new talents that align with their purpose of creating products that will just as good or even better than

the biggest company.

However, it is also important to know why these emerging jobs are in dire state of need from another point

of view. Many big companies, when they just started, had the sufficient main technology to keep up and

meet consumer’s need, but as there has been an increase in consumerism in recent years and also new

technologies could be found so frequently, this directly cause these main technologies to change which are

listed below.

HOTTEST JOBS OF
THE YEAR
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Blockchain technology has staggering

demand due to the rising demand for

speedy and safe transactions together with

full-on transparency. Bitcoin is one of the

many popular examples.

This field requires the use of big data in

order to train models which implicate in

natural language processing, forecast of

economics and image recognition. It is

such a big deal because it enhances overall

business performance.

In a nutshell, data scientists work for hours

to compile, clean and present data to make

informed decisions for an organization.

The data that is used serves a great

importance, making it no ordinary job.

“Digitalization” of business where

corporations need to adjust the way they

present their front-end to their clients and

adapt their back-end systems to match

their recent designed front-end.

Mechanization, or so-called computed

automation, a technology that entails

repetitive work.

The list of reason to why all these jobs are in such high demand is

rather endless but we all could agree that the most logical

explanation is because these jobs offer high income, certain growth

of employment and many of these tech jobs provide insightful non-

financial benefits such as health-care insurance, retirement benefits

and other fringe benefits.

As the most demanding jobs in the 21st century required IT

expertise or at the very least the basic knowledge, this means we

have to be ready and equip ourselves to learn something new that

the leading industry demands. Jobs are not scarce as long as you are

open to learn and ready to jump into the bandwagon of what the

future has in store for us. Predominantly, as technology persists to

assist us in our everyday lives from making errands to generate

things that were not possible decades ago, it is for certain tech

careers are the new normal for a long period of time.

Photo by Michael Wuensch from Pexels
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H O P E  A M O N G S T
G E N - Z  T O  S E A R C H
F O R  J O B S  I N  T I M E S
O F  P A N D E M I C
Gen-Z may be notorious for their diverse and often critical

opinions in social media when it comes to social and cultural

issues. However, I could not help but stop and wonder, how

is Gen-Z coping with the pandemic while looking for jobs?

They are affiliated as a group of individuals who were born

from 1995 onwards until 2010, which means that majority of

them are entering adulthood and are in their early 20s.

As we all know, Covid-19 has turned almost one year since

its breakout started in the beginning of the year. It has

affected all lives, regardless of their gender, race, status or

your level of education but we could not turn a blind eye and

witness that some group of people will be affected worse

than the other. It was estimated that Gen-Z are unlikely to

work than the previous generations (such as the millennials)

did at their age because many people are retiring at later age

and many millennials are still stuck in lower position jobs,

thus creating difficulties for the younger generation to seek

jobs.

Nonetheless, Gen-Z are rather one of a kind whose

prominent characteristics may actually change the trend of

jobs and workplace environment. They are frequently

defined as technology devotee, where they need their mobile

devices to fulfill their day-to-day lives, whether it is to keep

themselves updated with current trends in social media or to

look for new opportunities and friends through numerous

applications. Additionally, since they grow up with fast

internet and the free flow and openness of sharing personal

information through social media, it is no shock they are

interconnected within communities and know how to expand

their social networks. Their entrenchment with the internet

gave birth to a great number of jobs that we never knew

would exist back then, such as social media influencers,

social media managers or digital marketing experts.

Although Gen-Z may be a special generation, it does not mean

that they are resistant against the impact of the pandemic.

During the virus outbreak, unemployment rates for Gen-Z

spiked up to 24.4%. A survey conducted by EPI stated that this

generation has the tendency of pursuing careers in industries

that have been hit the hardest during the pandemic, such are

leisure, hospitality and retail.

Does this mean they should give up on job searching? Not at

all, instead this could be their opportunity to explore different

areas of work field they never thought of doing. With the mix

of their handy agility of social media along with the exposure

of worldwide news, this should enable them adapt easily into

the winds of changing job trends. Especially, with the sky-

rocketing availability of free online courses such as EDX,

Coursera, FutureLearn and many more mean Gen-Z are

blessed with the widespread information that may help them

sharpen their skills before applying for jobs.

On top of Gen-Z’s effort to enter into workforce, many

companies on the other hand are also providing forms of

support for this generation to stay motivated on job searching

by advertising a wide range of job offers through online

platforms such as LinkedIn. In fact, many companies dive into

creative ways to hire employees during the pandemic which

Gen-Z should take advantage of. From doing virtual

recruitment, allowing flexible contracts to give access for

freelancers to providing extra benefits like healthcare to the

employees.

Thus, is there a light in Gen-Z’s career pathway in this trying

time? The road is foggy with uncertainty but what we can

expect is once the economy regains stability, they will be the

ones that become the potential drive for the economy.

Photo by Tatyana Nekrasova from StopTheSpread



F O O D
&

T R A V E L

AROUND THE WORLD EDITION

Photo by Janet Claudia 

37



C O R O N A
T I K T O K
F O O D  E D I T I O N

 

Photo from Pexels

In the midst of a hectic pandemic, people are stressed and forced to endure

all kinds of difficulties that comes with quarantine. Meanwhile, Tiktok

became an up-rising platform where content creators can make contents

that encourage people to remain active such as exercising indoors using

several fitness apps or creating educational content. One of the most

popular content is following interesting recipes for unique food. Thus,

here is the recipe for Dalgona as well as other home-made recipes which

have filled 2020, with joy in our lives
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These are one of the recipes that blew up on Tiktok, which encouraged people in

quarantine to embark in little endeavors to lighten spirits as the pandemic began to

darken everyone's clouds.

Jung Il-woo, a South Korean actor, developed the drink inspired by a whipped

coffee in Macau while participating a cooking competition TV show, ‘Star’s Top

Recipe at Funstaurant’. In hopes of having his menu to be mass produced and

spread across Korea’s supermarket, he developed the drink and aimed the drink to

taste like Dalgona Toffee, a Korean honeycomb toffee, in which it gets its name

from.

The drink started to gain attention and went viral during the pandemic. Under

ASMR content and D-I-Y home recipes, this recipe has brought the Tiktok platform

fame, becoming one of the impactful media platforms.

INGREDIENTS

DETAILS PROCEDURE

DALGONA
COFFEE 
(달고나커피)

2 tbsp hot water

 2 tbsp instant coffee powder

 2 tbsp sugar

Milk

Prep: 15 mins

Process: No cook

Difficulty: Easy

Serving: 1-2 cups

Put in sugar, instant coffee

powder and hot water, whisk

at high speed by hand mixer

until a fluffy airy mixture is

produced.

Pour milk into a glass

1

2
Scoop the fluffy dalgona

mixture into milk
3

Photo by Leigh Skomal on Unsplash
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PROCEDURE

Cereals and pancakes have always been one of the main food that you eat for

breakfast. What would it look like if we combined these two breakfast staples? It will

result in one of the most delicious breakfast cereals to exist! Although there are also

many versions of mini food such as mini croissants and mini cookies, it seems that

the mini pancakes are the first recipes, topping the trend.

INGREDIENTS

DETAILS

PANCAKE
CEREAL

1 cup all-purpose flour

2 tbsp granulated sweetener

2 tsp baking powder

½ tsp milk

¾ cup milk

2 tbsp melted butter

1 tsp vanilla extract

1 large egg

Prep: 10 mins

Process: Cook

Difficulty: Easy

Serving: 2 serve
Whisk until it is smooth and lump-free.

Let it sit for 5 mins.

2
3

Combine flour, sugar, baking powder

and salt in a bowl. Afterwards, make a

small hole in the center of the mixed

ingredients and add milk, slightly

cooled butter, vanilla, and egg

1

Heat your pan on medium-high heat.4
Lightly grease with butter or cooking

oil.
5

Pour pancake batter into a squeezable

condiment bottle.
6

Squeeze small dots onto the pan.7
Cook until the top of the batter bubbles

and looks dry. Flip with spatula and

cook until golden on the underside.

Repeat.

8

Serve with milk, maple syrup or plain.9

Photo by Azerbaijan_stockers on Freepik
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As Christmas is around the corner, Tiktok foodie creators have all their eyes set on

Christmas recipes, especially these Chocolate Bombs! Filled with chocolate powder

and marshmallows, when the “bomb” is dropped into hot milk or chocolate, it will

then dissolve. The hot chocolate milk will then be sprinkled with marshmallow and

chocolate powder, making it the perfect combo for Christmas Eve

INGREDIENTS

DETAILS PROCEDURE

CHOCOLATE
BOMB

Melting chocolate

Half-sphere baking mold

Marshmallow (or any

fillings to your liking |

Oreos, sprinkles, etc.)

Prep: 10 mins

Process: Cook

Difficulty: Easy

Serving: 2 serves

Paint the melted chocolate into the

silicone mold.

Cool it off.

2
3

Chop and temper your chocolate (you

can melt it by double boiling your

chocolate, or microwaving your

chocolate, taking it out every minute

and folding the chocolate until it melts

completely)

1

Remove chocolate spheres from the

mold.
4

Fill it with marshmallow, Oreo, cocoa

powder, or and fillings to your liking.
5

Seal the two pieces by melting the

other half and combining it or melt a

small amount of chocolate and connect

the two spheres by coating them.

6

Decorate them to your liking or serve

plain.
7

Photo from sugargeekshow.com
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A  unique culture, with massive diversed food choices,
friendly and warm people and most importantly, beautiful scenery.
Thailand is one of the hottest tourists places and cheapest country

for adventures. Although Thailand is
filled with many beautiful cultures, sceneries and villages, today we

will feature the capital city of Thailand which is Bangkok.

T R A V E L  T H E  W O R L D

THAILAND

Photo from Pixabay
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B A N G K O K
Bangkok, also known as Thai Krung Thep, is known
for it's high-spirited atmosphere and lively people.
Contrary to most people’s thoughts, Bangkok does
not look like a small town, the capital itself is filled
with tall buildings and working people. Here are
several locations in Bangkok you should
head for :

T H E
R E C L I N I N G
B U D D H A  A T
W A T  P H O

Imagine going to Japan
without visiting Fuji, that is
how absurd it would be if
you don’t visit this temple
while you’re in Bangkok !

It is one of the must go spots
as it is one of the largest
temple complexes in the
city. The Reclining Buddha is
the signature of the place
with 46 meters long and
covered in gold leaf. The
place covers 50 rai or
equivalent to 80,000
square meters.

 
Address : 2 Sanam Chai Rd, Phra Borom
Maha Ratchawang, Phra Nakhon,
Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Photo by Xingfu on Pexels

Photo by Taylor Simpson on Unsplash



 

A mega mall made of glass-and-steel materials with more than 250
shops, one of the biggest South Asia's aquarium, a 16-screen
cineplex, and different gourmet bistros and eatery inside. It is
perhaps the biggest shopping centre which additionally interfaces
with Icon Siam, Siam Discover, Central World and Central West
door. At the point when you are at Siam Paragon, do stroll around
different shopping centres as every one of the stores rejuvenate
distinctive tasteful perspectives. Likewise, for a brand aficionado,
the Siam Paragon is a must to visit as it features luxury shops from
Bulgari, Chanel, Cartier, Dior, and many more.

Adjacent to the shopping centre is typically dedicated as a space
for events, for example as seen in the picture, and is normally
loaded up with different stands, going from old camera rolls and
cameras, wide assortment of nourishments from pho to mango
pudding. In addition, do not forget to try the transparent elevator
as it is worth the experience.

Platinum Fashion Mall is also a must-go place for all the shoppers
that visit Bangkok. It is one of the largest malls and consists of
2,000 fashion shops inside this wide building. The mall itself has 2
buildings, Platinum One and Platinum Two, which are then further
divided into 3 different zones. It is an affordable yet highly
fashionable mall with 7 floors which may feel like a maze for
tourists who are unfamiliar with the place. Whilst being confused,
it may as well be considered as the ultimate shopping Mecca for
shopaholics as it does not only feature woman fashion but almost
each and every floor has its own section, such as baby wear, men’s
wear, makeup, inventory store and many more. For foodie
enthusiasts, the mall is also a favourable location as there are two
extremely long rows of food stalls in front of the mall.

On the sixth floor, The Food Center, there are a lot of food stalls
with wide various selections of food ranging from sweet, sour, to
spicy. Other than the Food Center, if you want to take up some
challenges, you might want to try crocodile meat in front of
Novotel hotel, which is near the area. The stalls have a seating area
and is usually crowded with people walking, looking for and eating
the food.

S I A M  P A R A G O N
Address : 991 Rama I Rd, 
Pathum Wan, Pathum Wan District, 
Bangkok 10330, Thailand

P L A T I N U M  M A L L
Address : Phetchaburi Road

Photo by Kath Barcinas on Unsplash

Photo by Wikipedia
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If one of your attraction to a mall lies within its architecture, be
sure to pay ICON SIAM a visit. Do take like half day to be amazed
by the interior inside this massive mall. Although you might need a
taxi to visit here, unlike the other malls, which are near to each
other, it really is a whole new level of shopping experience in the
mall. 

ICON SIAM consists of two different architectures with one having
a more sophisticated and gold architecture and another bringing
Thailand into the mall itself. To elaborate, they designed the
interior of the mall inspired with traditional houses, a built-in
water stream to reflect Chao Phraya River which connects
different style of Thailand’s tradition, and also woody or
traditional food stalls, which resembles almost like a small village.
In this particular building side, it is filled with many local
products, food, wisdom, handicrafts, and innovation ranging from
the world’s favourite and well-known Thai milk tea, to pho, pad-
thai, and many more.  Another part of the building is filled with
SIAM TAKASHIMAYA, which is mostly focused on selling Japanese
brands and other products that are not available in Singapore’s
Takashimaya. Their layout more or less has the same placing as
Singapore’s Takashimaya with the exception of elegant gold
touches and minimal amount of plant. However, do see and walk
through as there are different aspects that could astonish you.

For accommodations, there are a wide range of options
to choose. From applications such as Airbnb and hotel
booking applications, Trivago and Agoda, the average
cost would be around 565 Thai Baht or approximately
SGD $25 at a decent hotel or homestay apartment. The
lowest price possible to get an accommodation is $15 up
to $150 at a five-star hotel resort depending on events
and occasions.

 A little tip is to take an early morning flight and fly to
Thailand as it would save one night of accommodation
fees and maximise your time spending in Thailand. It is
recommended to choose the accommodation that has
many street food surrounding it, such as Anusawari
Chai Samoraphum (Victory Monument) or Yaowarat
(Chinatown). Hence, it will save some cost on transport
and food.

I C O N  S I A M
 Address : 299 Charoen Nakhon Rd, 
Khlong Ton Sai, Khlong San, 
Bangkok 10600, Thailand

Accomodation

Photo by iconsiam.com
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Depending on transportation selection, cost of

traveling could vary from high to low. Of course,

taking public transport will save more money than

taking taxi or TukTuks, a traditional travel transport

of Thailand in which is highly recommended for a full

experience of Thai culture.

The rough estimation transport cost per day by public

transport is approximately SGD $7. To be fair,

depending on your accommodation locations, it could

cause you nothing if the surrounding is a mall as they

have an extremely long passage way that connects all

the malls and sites. This passage way is below the

public transport of train itself.

If there is a need to do extensive travelling between

cities, then it may be feasible to rent a car. With latest

in-vehicle GPS, driving around will be extremely easy

and hassle free. However, there is always this trade-

off between saving time and spending more to travel

around more conveniently.

TRANSPORT

FOOD
For a country which is well-known for their food, the

prices of street food are relatively cheap and definitely

worth it. The best part about visiting Thailand is

definitely the affordable and delicious street food will

cost about a dollar or a maximum of SGD$8.

There are several recommendations such as

Thipsamai Pad-thai, known for their delicious pad-

thai, which many celebrities recommendand because

of it, there is often extremely long queues, SABX2

Wanton mee, and After You café, it will still be up to

your own preference and selection as not everyone

has the same taste and preferences of food.

CONTINGENCY PLAN
One of the major pitfalls of planning a budget holiday

trip is the lack of proper contingency plan. Travellers

trying to save money usually ended up paying more

due to unforeseen issues or even serious accidents. It

is therefore wise to have adequate insurance coverage

before embarking for the trip. Contingency plans

should also include alternative accommodation and

transport needs, as well as security assistance when

needed. Travellers who want to try out more exotic

outdoor adventures like hiking, mountain climbing

etc. should prepare a simple set of first aid tools for

urgent medical requirement.

END NOTE
After showing the various of points, we hope this

article could help you in your upcoming trips in

Thailand. Take note that vacation is something to

enjoy and not stress about. Even if things do not go

exactly as planned, it will still be a good memory. We

hope you enjoy reading and consider Thailand as

your-go-to destinations after this pandemic is over.

Photo by Maahid Photos from Pexels



SCENERIES AMONG

US
/  25

When Covid-19 struck nations around the world,  there

has been strict  lockdowns in almost,  if  not all ,  countries.

Due to those obvious reasons,  we are unable to travel

anywhere (the only place of travel you’re allowed to go

to should be within your own place of stay-anywhere

further than that would probably get you into trouble!)

until  we’re certain that daily cases within our country of

stay has decreased immensely and i t  is  confirmed to be

safe to resume daily activit ies outside.  Even if  lockdowns

and safety precautions have been l if ted,  people are

advised to wear a mask when going out to prevent further

spread of the virus,  which would then cause another

period of lockdown. Henceforth,  when we’re indoors and

dreaming about future vacations,  here are some places

you should visit  after the pandemic is over!

Travelling abroad destinations

after covid-19  

If  you cannot wait  to travel

overseas,  there are several

countries that  have reopened

for travels from Singapore,

one of them being Maldives!

This destination is known to

be a paradise on Earth,  as i ts

beautiful  sceneries and nature

will  take your mind off work

and allow you to relax.  There,

tourists l ike to go snorkell ing,

as the water there is  so clear

that you can see the water

creatures and reef l iving

beneath the ocean. As most

vil las there have their  own in-

house reefs,  you can easily

swim from your own vil la.

Photo by Asad Photo Maldives from Pexels

Photo by Ibrahim Asad from PexelsPhoto by Janet Claudia ' Hidden Gems'
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Swim with local f ishes,  turt les,  manta rays,  and even sharks

(don’ t  worry,  the sharks there are relatively small  and do not

find human proportion appropriate for their  diet) .  Another thing

that is  a must to do when in Maldives is  to visit  Malé ,  the

capital  city of Maldives.  Here,  you can visit  the Sultan Park,

which is a part  of the Sultan Palace,  where you can enjoy the

scenery and peaceful atmosphere,  while gett ing to learn more

about the history of the park.  In Malé ,  you can also visit  the

fish market to buy fresh catches of the day and purchase

affordable tunas!

It  is  recommended for you to visit  countries that  have the least

(if  not zero) amount of local Covid-19 cases.  So, before you

book your fl ights,  make sure you check which countries you’re

allowed to visit  and make sure the countries that  you plan on

visit ing allow visit ing tourists!

If  you’re not the type of person that l ikes to travel abroad,

exploring places within Singapore is  also a great way to

indulge in the freedom that is  longed after a long period of

time spent indoors,  as there are many hidden gems within

Singapore that you ought to seek! If  you enjoy being

around nature,  going to Henderson Waves Bridge will  take

your mind off your busy l ife,  even if  i t  is  only for a

moment! Henderson Waves Bridge, a 36-meter pedestrian

bridge that connects Mount Faber Park and Telok Blangah

Hill  Park,  allows you to breathe in the fresh air  provided

by the forest  surrounding i t .  Despite the long hike that you

would need to go through before reaching the bridge, the

magnificent greenery that you get to see will  make the long

hike worth i t .  Don’ t  miss out on the sunset too,  as that  is

the peak of the show! From above, you can catch a front

row view of the sun sett ing into the depths of the city.  

Afterwards,  you can enjoy the LED lightings that

i l luminate the bridge at  night,  which allow you to enjoy the

evening ambience.  After reading through the various fun

activit ies,  you get to do after the pandemic,  are you ready

to go on a tr ip ?

Photo by Ibrahim Asad from Pexels

Photo by world top.com
Henderson Waves

Maldives

Singapore's hidden gems
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